rious positions, in changing the axis and inclination of the pelvis, as it is to be accurately acquainted with these in any single position of the body; because the inclination of the pelvis, and consequently the axis of the brim in reference to the uterus, may be materially altered by the position of the woman during labour. Therefore, ignorance of the effects of position must, under varied circumstances, bring discredit upon the practitioner and prolong the sufferings of the woman, so far as it may, in any case, be a cause of protracting the progress of labour. Whatever diverts the axis of the pelvis from that of the uterus protracts,?whatever adapts the one to the other expedites delivery. In all cases, therefore, of malformation or deviation from the standard, the greatest desideratum is attention to the woman's position, taking it for granted that there is sufficient capacity of pelvis to permit the free passage of the child. Nay, in wellformed women the actual process of parturition may, and doubtless has been, sometimes protracted by their position during labour.
Having premised these remarks, I shall consider, 1. The variations that may exist in the inclination of the pelvis. 
